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Home to contemporary art, we are 
committed to engaging the public 
and the art community, nurturing art 
appreciation and awareness through 
education and outreach, and 
presenting exhibitions that spark 
imagination and conversations. 

Untitled (Hua Lamphong) (2016) by Thasnai Sethaseree from 
Thailand, at the APB Foundation Signature Art Prize exhibition.



The Singapore Art Museum focuses on 
international contemporary art practices, 
specialising in Singapore and Southeast 
Asia. Housed in a restored 19th-century 
mission school, it opened its doors in 1996 
as the first art museum in Singapore.

Also known as SAM, the museum is now a 
contemporary art museum with one of the 
world’s most important public collections 
of Southeast Asian contemporary artworks, 
with a growing component in international 
contemporary art.

ABOUT SAM

VISION
The Singapore Art Museum will 
be pivotal among contemporary 
art museums in the region and on 
the region, inspiring humane and 
better futures.

MISSION
The Singapore Art Museum 
breathes Art into Life. Through 
contemporary art, we make infinite 
room for everyone to think, feel, 
experience and imagine.sft crsh ctrl (2018) by Weixin Quek Chong, 

winner of the President’s Young Talents exhibition.



MESSAGE
FROM 

OUR CHAIR
Edmund Cheng

S ince Singapore Art Museum (SAM) 
opened in 1996 as the first public art 
museum in Singapore, it has established 

its presence on the Southeast Asian and global 
contemporary art scene. After welcoming 
millions of visitors through its doors for more 
than two decades, SAM will be undergoing a 
much-needed transformation of its spaces, and 
importantly, the preservation of the National 
Monument within which the museum is housed. 
We could not have achieved this exciting 
milestone without you, and I am happy to share 
the highlights of the year leading up to SAM’s 
building redevelopment project. 

We started the year reflecting on SAM’s past 
exhibitions with Installation in Progress, followed 
by the ever-popular Imaginarium, a family-
friendly exhibition that explored the concept of 
time, family and inter-generational bonding.  
The Asia Pacific Breweries Foundation Signature 
Art Prize 2018 exhibition at the National Museum 

of Singapore, meanwhile, presented the best  
of contemporary art from across the region.  
This was followed closely by the finalist 
exhibition of the President’s Young Talents 
award, a mentoring and commissioning prize 
that supports and nurtures young Singaporean 
contemporary artists. Both exhibitions saw a 
surge in votes for the People’s Choice Award, 
with visitors taking the time to contemplate the 
artworks and share meaningful feedback.

Through these exhibitions and complementary 
programmes, we have continued to deepen 
our engagement with the public and worked to 
make the visual arts inclusive and accessible 
for diverse audiences with different needs. 
The SAM Touch Collection, a collection of 
portable and interactive artwork adaptations, 
is developed with artists based on ongoing 
research and feedback from the visually impaired 
community. An evolving and growing collection, 
the SAM Touch Collection is accompanied by 
supplementary resources and materials, which 
will be extended to other groups after further 
impact studies. 

Finally, we closed our buildings with a bang at 
the Mad for SAM Party. Our buildings may be 
closed to the public for a while, but our museum 
programming and outreach initiatives continue 
at schools through assembly talks, at the SAM 
Learning Gallery that is temporarily housed at 
the National Gallery Singapore, and through 
collaborations with partners and venues. Do keep 
a lookout for SAM as we begin moving art into 
neighbourhoods through the SAM Mini Mobile 
Museum, as well as internationally through our 
collaborations with museums and art spaces in 
the region.

We look forward to your support as we continue 
to present contemporary art that seeks to inspire 
humane and better futures. 

All my best,
Edmund Cheng



AT A
GLANCE
SAM Figures

VISITORS TO SAM

VISITORS TO OUR EXHIBITIONS OUTSIDE OF SAM

603,600
389,600

WEBSITE PAGEVIEWS

705,304
FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS

57,200
INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS

38,900

VOLUNTEERS
338

On 25 July 2018, SAM launched its new website
SAM WEBSITE REVAMP
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COMMUNITY
Committed to increasing art access 

to communities around us, SAM brings 

contemporary art experiences 

to everyone. 

Special needs visitors to Imaginarium enjoying a 
tour of Utsuroi Iroha (2014) by Mayuko Kanazawa, 
an hour before the museum opens.
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With the launch of the SAM Touch 
Collection, SAM embarked on a mission 
to increase access to art and engage with 
audiences of all abilities and backgrounds. 
The growing collection is the fruit of ongoing 
research and consultations with the visually 
impaired community, the first community 
that the SAM Touch Collection will benefit.

SAM TOUCH 
COLLECTION

“Art has evolved to such great 
possibilities instead of the 
traditional works like paintings 
and sculptures. It is very 
meaningful to start the SAM Touch 
Collection as it will certainly bring 
visually impaired people closer to 
art. The tour was so well planned 
and all of us had a fun time 
interacting with adaptations 
of the original artworks.”

– PENNY CHONG, Resource Teacher  
of visually impaired students at  
Ahmad Ibrahim Secondary School

Miniature replicas adapted by Justin Lee from his artwork 
East & West (2009), for the SAM Touch Collection. 



Singapore Art Museum
Year in Review FY2018/19 

3

QUIET HOUR 
AT SAM
Special needs visitors were invited to SAM 
one hour before museum opening hours, 
so that the artworks could be experienced 
in a quiet and conducive environment. 

Special needs visitors to Imaginarium exploring space 
and memories through an immersive installation, titled 
Passage (2018) by The Gedaze Project.
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In its 11th year of partnership, SAM partnered 
with the Singapore Prison Service in an art 
rehabilitation project, to encourage inmates  
to express their emotions and hope for  
re-acceptance through their artworks. 

The inmates worked together with artist-mentors 
and inmate-artists to put together 78 artworks for 
the week-long exhibition Crossroads & Choices, 
welcoming 6,000 visitors to the exhibition. 

YELLOW RIBBON 
COMMUNITY 
ART EXHIBITION

“SAM’s continued involvement in 
the Yellow Ribbon Community Art 
Exhibition reaffirms SAM’s vision 
of “inspiring humane and better 
futures”. Through it, we play an 
invaluable role in creating new spaces 
for people to understand, empathise, 
and support in their own ways, the 
exhibition’s key stakeholders – the 
inmate-artists themselves.”

– JOHN TUNG, Assistant Curator,
 Singapore Art Museum

Artworks by inmate-artists, on display at the 
Yellow Ribbon Community Art Exhibition.



EDUCATION  
& OUTREACH
SAM facilitates learning through 

contemporary art, and continues our 

efforts in engaging with schools and 

educational institutions.

Pre-schoolers interacting with the megaphone 
project (2007 – 2018) by Madeleine Flynn and 
Tim Humphrey, featured in Imaginarium. 
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1,113 students from five schools participated 
in this multi-visit, museum-based learning 
programme for Primary 4 students. The year-long 
programme culminated in a successful exhibition, 
featuring artworks by students touching on themes 
such as family, community, identity and the 
environment reflected in the exhibition showing 
at The SAM Learning Gallery.

“ The Think! Contemporary 
Programme is an engaging 
platform for students to not only 
learn how to appreciate art pieces, 
but also connect the knowledge 
learned to various subjects, to 
their lives and to events happening 
in the real world. Through the 
learning experiences, students 
were also given opportunities to 
hone their communication and 
collaboration skills.”

– MADAM PEH KAI LE, Teacher,
 Mayflower Primary School 

(Lead School for 2018)

THINK! 
CONTEMPORARY

Primary 4 student from 
Mayflower Primary School 

explaining a Think! Contemporary 
artwork to a visitor.
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SAM extended its museum-based learning 
programme through the exhibition Once Upon 
This Island at The Learning Gallery, which is 
temporarily located at National Gallery Singapore 
while SAM’s buildings undergo redevelopment. 

THE LEARNING GALLERY

The Learning Gallery 
features artworks 
from the SAM 
Collection, including 
new commissions, 
and hosted more than 
3,000 students within 
its temporary space. 

Students from Haig Girls’ School in The SAM Learning 
Gallery, engaging in a museum-based lesson. 
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The SAM Education team 
introduced contemporary art and 
art appreciation to students of 
different age groups through fun 
and engaging school assembly 
talks, using references from the 
artworks in the SAM Collection.

Over 40 Ministry of Education art 
teachers had an enriching workshop 
with artist Sarah Choo Jing, as part 
of the annual Museum Education 
Symposium, which is organised by 
the Singapore Teachers’ Academy 
for the aRts (STAR).

SCHOOL 
ASSEMBLY 
TALKS

MUSEUM 
EDUCATION 
SYMPOSIUM 
(MUS.E.S)

“I learned practical strategies 
on getting students on short 
video projects such as setting 
parameters and varying them 
one at a time. The artist has 
made video-making less 
intimidating for beginners.”

– Comment from an art teacher 
who attended artist  
Sarah Choo Jing’s workshop 

Singapore Chinese Girls’ 
School students attending 
a school assembly talk 
about contemporary art.

Art educators attending a workshop 
led by artist Sarah Choo Jing.



NURTURE
SAM deepens engagement with  

the art community and nurtures 

artists to elevate the contemporary 

art scene in the region. 

Zarina Muhammad’s Pragmatic Prayers for the Kala at the 
Threshold (2018), at the President’s Young Talents exhibition. 
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SAM partnered with Asia Pacific 
Breweries (APB) Foundation to recognise 
and celebrate the most outstanding 
examples of contemporary art from 
across the Asia Pacific and Central Asia.

“For the first time 
in 2018, the APB 

Foundation Signature Art 
Prize included the countries 

of Central Asia, and last year’s 
finalists hailed from countries as 

diverse as Kazakhstan, Vietnam, 
India, Japan and New Zealand. 
The Signature Art Prize remains 
instrumental in extending SAM’s 
reach beyond Southeast Asia.”

– LOUIS HO, Curator,  
Singapore Art Museum

ASIA PACIFIC 
BREWERIES 
FOUNDATION 
SIGNATURE 
ART PRIZE

The prestigious 
award shone a spotlight 
on 15 finalists, with a 
successful exhibition 
visited by more than

people.
40,000 

Kaokao #1 (2014) by the Mata Aho 
Collective from New Zealand, at 
the APB Foundation Signature Art 
Prize exhibition. 
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SAM organised the seventh edition of the 
President’s Young Talents exhibition, 

a mentoring and commissioning 
platform for emerging Singaporean 

contemporary artists aged 35 
and below. The six-month-long 
programme culminated in an 
exhibition in SAM at 8Q, where the 
winning artist’s work was selected 

by an independent jury and awarded 
by the President of Singapore.

PRESIDENT’S 
YOUNG TALENTS

“I enjoyed this mix 
of visual beauty and 
metaphor. It is playful 
and sinister, creative 
yet destructive.”
– A voter’s comment on the 

work sft crsh ctrl by artist 
Weixin Quek Chong, Grand 
Prize Winner of President’s 
Young Talents 2018.

The five finalists of President’s 
Young Talents, from left to right: 
Debbie Ding, Yanyun Chen,  
Hilmi Johandi, Zarina Muhammad, 
and Weixin Quek Chong.



EXHIBITIONS 
& EVENTS
In FY2018/19, SAM engaged  

646,700 visitors through 

exhibitions, artwork commissions, 

and public events – focusing on 

contemporary art from Singapore, 

Southeast Asia and beyond.

Visitors enjoying performances 
at the Singapore Night Festival.
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SAM encouraged inter-generational 
sharing and bonding through immersive 
and interactive artworks at the annual 
family-friendly exhibition, Imaginarium: 
Into the Space of Time.

IMAGINARIUM

The hugely popular 
exhibition, visited by 
more than

museum-goers, sparked 
many interesting 
conversations about the 
concept of time.

40,000 

“ Over the past 23 years, many 
of us have grown up with SAM’s 
exhibitions and programmes. It 
is heartening to still see robust 
discussion and inter-generational 
bonding taking place as visitors 
engage with art. This is what makes 
our work meaningful and relevant.”

– TAN SHIR EE, Head 
(Partnerships and Patronage), 
Singapore Art Museum

Families 
interacting with 
yarn-fabricated 
objects in 
Passage (2018) 
created by The 
GedAze Project 
for Imaginarium.
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SAM commemorated past exhibitions 
at the museum with Installation in 
Progress, a presentation which explored 
ideas of exhibitions and exhibition-
making through the lens of SAM’s own 
history. The exhibition also featured 
a new artwork by Singaporean artist 
Michael Lee.

INSTALLATION 
IN PROGRESS

A commissioned 
artwork by 
Singaporean artist 
Michael Lee, titled 
Museum of Air (2018).
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To commemorate Singapore’s 50 years of 
diplomatic relations with Indonesia, SAM 
commissioned a collaborative artwork by 
Singaporean artist Mintio and Indonesian 
artist Kabul.

RISING50
Titled The Current/s We 
Call Home (Arus Berlabuh 
Kita), the artwork struck a 
chord with over

visitors, especially among 
families living between 
Singapore and Indonesia. 

40,000 
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Over 12,000 visitors were spoilt for 
choices by the activities held during 
Singapore Art Week, including art 
exhibitions and workshops, outdoor 
movie screenings, community carnival, 
an art market, and a commissioned 
artwork by Gerald Leow on view. 

From free late-night entry into the 
museum and art workshops, to music and 
dance performances and the ever-popular 
façade light-up, Night Festival at SAM was 
attended by close to 40,000 revellers. 

SAM Late Nights, 
a monthly Friday 
night event, 
brought the crowds 
to SAM for after-hours 
curator talks, artwork 
discussions, original music 
performances by Singaporean 
bands, and live poetry readings.

SAM held its well-loved art competition 
at the Istana Art Event during the 
Istana’s National Day 
Open House.

SINGAPORE 
ART WEEK 

SINGAPORE 
NIGHT FESTIVAL

SAM 
LATE 
NIGHTS ISTANA  

ART EVENT



SAM 
REVAMP

SAM’s building redevelopment will be 

an important milestone for the museum. 

It will cater to the growing demands of 

contemporary art and improve the  

visitor experience. Local architecture  

firm SCDA was awarded  

the project.
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SAM organised a series 
of archaeological 
excavations on its 
museum grounds as 
part of an investigative 
study prior to actual 
redevelopment works. 
The excavations, the first 
of its kind to be open for public 
observation, were accompanied by 
talks and tours, a specially commissioned 
theatrical performance, and an archaeology-
focused exhibition.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
DIG @ SAM

These 
programmes  
were attended  
by 2,500 visitors 
and participants.

“Walter” – inspired by Dawn Ng’s 
artwork of the same name, as part of 

a performance during the Excavations 
Theatrical Tour.
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SAM marked the closure 
of its museum buildings 
for redevelopment with 
the Mad for SAM Party, 
which saw a weekend of 
art activities and live music 
performances by DJs and 
homegrown bands.

MAD FOR 
SAM PARTY



SAM
ACQUISITIONS

Audience watching a two-channel video work, titled 
Tropical Siesta (2015 – 2017) by Phan Thao Nguyen, at the 
APB Foundation Signature Art Prize exhibition.
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The Singapore Art Museum Collection 
comprises a wide spectrum of works 
on contemporary Southeast Asian art, 
while also encompassing the wider 
Asian region to instil a broader cultural 
context for the core collection. 

In FY2018/19, SAM expanded its 
collection with over 50 donated and 
acquired artworks.

Singaporean artist Charles Lim’s SEA STATE 9: Proclamation 
(drop), (drag), and (pour) (2018) explores the complex 
understandings of sea and land in the fast-growing city-
state of Singapore.

Winner of the APB Foundation Signature Art Prize in 2018, 
Vietnamese artist Phan Thao Nguyen’s Tropical Siesta 
(2017) is a two-channel video installation that tells an 
imaginary tale of rural Vietnam populated by only children, 
informed by French Jesuit missionary Alexandre de Rhodes’ 
colourful observations when he travelled through the 
country in the 17th century.

Comprising ten video channels, 
Malaysian artist Hayati Mokhtar’s 
Falim House: Observations 
(2013–2017) documents the 
interiors and surroundings of the 
titular mansion that was originally 
built by Foo Nyit Tse, one of the 
wealthiest tin tycoons in Malaya 
in the early 20th century.

Charles Lim, SEA STATE 9: Proclamation (drop), (drag), and (pour)
2018, Single-channel 4K digital video, looped, output to high-luminosity seamless 
monitor. Duration: 6:34 min, 27:09 min, 22:04 min. Edition 3 of 3 + 1AP

Hayati Mokhtar, Falim House: Observations, 
2013–2017, 10-channel video projection with sound. 
Duration: 16:04 min.
Singapore Art Museum collection

Phan Thao Nguyen, Tropical Siesta, 2017, Two-channel HD video with sound 
and colour. Duration: 13:45 min. Edition 2 of 5 + 2AP

SAM
ACQUISITIONS HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR NEW ACQUISITIONS:



FY2018/2019
FINANCIALS 

He was lost yesterday and we found him today and Museum of the Lost (2014) by  
Leung Chi Wo + Sara Wong, featured in the APB Foundation Signature Art Prize exhibition. 




































































































